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World Esperanto Congress

The World Esperanto Congress is a major 
event organized by the World Esperanto 
Association whose working language is 
Esperanto. 

This Congress is organized every year in a 
different city and country.

Participants come from more than 70 
countries and from all continents, with 
thousands of Esperanto speakers. 

The World Esperanto Congress in Lille, 
France, in 2015



What Do We Do in an Esperanto Congress?

The World Congress is an 
opportunity for all participants to 
exchange experiences, take part in 
lectures, exhibit their culture, visit 
the host country and discover its 
culture through different art forms 
(music, dance, drama, cinema, etc.).

Show during the National Night (Lisbon,  2017)



About Esperanto
• Esperanto is a planned auxiliary language initiated by 

Dr. L.L. Zamenhof in 1887 with the purpose of 
facilitating communications between peoples of 
different languages and cultures. 

• The language has continually been spoken since then 
on all continents and is used in all kinds of meetings, 
conventions, publications, as well as increasingly 
online.

• Esperanto truly is a living language, accessible to all 
nations, which promotes language and cultural 
diversity. There already exists a vibrant Esperanto 
cultural heritage in music, theatre, original and 
translated literature.



Why 
Become 

a Partner?



An Outstanding Event
• This world congress is an out-of-the-ordinary educational, cultural and 

tourist event with major diversified economic benefits. 

• A unique opportunity to convey your message to a particularly receptive 
audience within the same international venue — without any translation 
services required!

• This 105th World Esperanto Congress will be the first World Esperanto 
Congress to ever be held in Montréal and Québec.

• There has been no World Esperanto Congress held  in eastern North 
America since 1910 (Washington, DC). This will be only the second World 
Esperanto Congress to be held in Canada (after Vancouver, 1984).

• Congress participants typically show special interest in discovering the 
host country and its many attractions, including indigenous cultures.



Communication in All Directions! 

• Press conferences

• Press releases during the congress 
and months leading to the event

• Broad media coverage
• Traditional media (television, radio, 

press) 

• Online media (Facebook, Twitter, etc.) 

• Local, regional, national and 
international media coverage

Interview following the announcement of Montréal’s 
selection as host city for the 105th World Esperanto 
Congress (CTV). Esperanto is regularly mentioned in 
Canadian and international  media.

For a complete list of interviews and media apperances: 
https://esperanto2020.ca/eo/pri-ni-gazetaro/ 

https://esperanto2020.ca/eo/pri-ni-gazetaro/


Long-term Effects

• Your information will appear in the Kongresa Libro.

• 1000+ copies of the Congress’s internal news 
bulletin distributed daily during the event.

• 1000+ document bags handed to all participants. 

• Thousands of tourist brochures.

• Second Information Bulletin sent to each registered 
participant for the purpose of promoting the 
programme.



Congress Participants, Montrealers, Tourists, 
Web Users
The audiences reached by this event are the Congress 
participants (about 1,500), Montrealers and tourists 
(tens of thousands) plus hundreds of thousands of 
online Esperanto speakers and supporters following 
the Congress activities on social media (there are over 
two million people registered in the online Duolingo 
Esperanto course).

Esperanto speakers are particularly sensitive to the 
external support received, especially from different 
commercial sponsors.



You’re in Good Company!

•The World Congress is organized by local volunteers 
of the World Esperanto Association (Universala 
Esperanto-Asocio — UEA).

•UEA has been in existence since 1908 (world head 
office in Rotterdam, the Netherlands).

•UEA is in official relationship with the United 
Nations and UNESCO, as well as in consultative 
relationship with UNICEF, the European Council and 
the Organization of American States.

uea.org



Tolkien, Tolstoy, Soros, Shatner, McLaren...

Supporters and speakers of 
Esperanto include: Writers J.R.R. 
Tolkien and Leo Tolstoy, financier 
George Soros, actor William Shatner 
(featured in a movie filmed entirely 
in Esperanto), Václav Havel (Nobel 
Peace Prize), Reinhard Selten (Nobel 
Prize for Economics), 
Boutros-Boutros Ghali, former UN 
General-Secretary, plus many other 
public figures.

“Love Your Neighbour” in Esperanto in the Academy 
Award-winning short film Neighbours by the Canadian 
filmmaker Norman McLaren.



International Cooperation
The theme of the 2020 World 
Esperanto Congress is linked to the 
United Nations’ 75th anniversary. A 
perfect opportunity to mark this 
important event in a city hosting 
many international organizations, 
and to engage the media in Canada 
and worldwide, as well as involve 
several partners, diplomats and 
public opinion influencers.

Image: united nations flag, par sanjitbakshi, https://www.flickr.com/photos/sanjit/6365386329 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/sanjit/6365386329


Local Cooperation

Partnerships are already in the making 
with other organizations and events 
(including LangFest Montréal, a 
gathering of language enthusiasts, 
Nitobe Symposium by Esperantic 
Studies Foundation on language 
fairness in the world). The Congress’s 
reach will therefore extend beyond 
speakers of Esperanto.



Show of Support

The Congress project has already 
received support from the 
Government of Canada, including 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, 
from the Prime Minister of 
Québec, the Mayor’s Office in 
Montréal, Tourism Montréal, and 
Air Canada.



Visibilité lors du Congrès
N’hésitez pas à nous contacter pour obtenir de la visibilité auprès de 
nos congressistes!

Deux possibilités d’offrent à vous:

• Annoncer dans le livret du Congrès
• Kiosque sur les lieux du Congrès

Voir les pages suivantes pour la tarification. D’autres formes de 
partenariat sont disponibles. N’hésitez pas à nous contacter pour plus 
d’informations.



Ads in the Congress booklet
Make yourself known to our very diverse Congress participants by 
announcing in the Congress booklet!

Notes: 1 page corresponds to the format of a European A5 sheet (148 mm × 210 mm). Ads 
must be printed in Esperanto. Do not hesitate to contact us for language support!

Size 1 page ½ page ¼ page

Price €500 €300 €200

Approximate price (CAD)* CAD 750 CAD 450 CAD 300

*Prices are given in euros as the World Esperanto Association is headquartered in Rotterdam, in the Netherlands. CAD pricing given at a rate of 
1.50 CAD = 1 €. Exchange rate may vary.



Be seen during the Congress!
Set up a booth during the Congress and meet participants in person!

*Prices are given in euros as the World Esperanto Association is headquartered in Rotterdam, in the Netherlands. CAD pricing given at 
a rate of 1.50 CAD = 1 €. Exchange rate may vary.

Note: It is strongly recommended that representatives present at the booth be able to 
speak Esperanto.

Size Marketing material in 
participants’ bags

Booth during the Congress
(1 week)

Price €275 €400

Approximate price
(CAD)* CAD 750 CAD 450



Learn more about Esperanto on the Government of Canada’s 
Resources of the Language Portal of Canada’s blog:
https://www.noslangues-ourlanguages.gc.ca/en/blogue-blog/Esperanto-eng 

Esperanto: A fair international language
From: Translation Bureau

Posted: November 19, 2018 
Written by: Nicolas Viau 

What if you could communicate in a fair way with people who don’t share your native language, while promoting linguistic diversity? 
That’s the goal of Esperanto. It’s a constructed language, which is to say, a language designed through a conscious process.

Beginnings
The story of Esperanto began when Ludvik Lejzer Zamenhof published the foundations of the language in 1887. Hailing from the city of
Białystok, located in what is today eastern Poland (and was at that time part of the Russian Empire), Zamenhof, an ophthalmologist by trade,
set out to create a language that would make it easier for people from different cultures to communicate and thereby settle disagreements. 
In particular, he was influenced by the less than harmonious relations between the Jewish community (of which Zamenhof was himself a
member) and the Russian, Polish, German and Belarusian communities that lived side by side in his hometown.

https://www.noslangues-ourlanguages.gc.ca/en/blogue-blog/Esperanto-eng
http://www.tpsgc-pwgsc.gc.ca/bt-tb/index-eng.html
https://www.noslangues-ourlanguages.gc.ca/en/blogue-blog/esperanto-eng#auteur-author


Contacts
Local Organizing Committee for the 
105th World Esperanto Congress
From August 1st to August 8th, 2020, 
Centre Sheraton

info@esperanto2020.ca 

Normand Fleury, president of the local 
committee

Other relevant links:

Société québécoise d’espéranto (SQE): 
www.esperanto.qc.ca  

World Esperanto Association (UEA): 
www.uea.org 

Pour recevoir toutes nos nouvelles, 
abonnez-vous sur notre site Internet!
https://esperanto2020.ca/fr/medias/ 

mailto:info@esperanto2020.ca
http://www.esperanto.qc.ca
http://www.uea.org
https://esperanto2020.ca/fr/medias/

